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16.05

Nové myslenie v Novom svete - Novej Eurdpe

S posolstvom Jana Chryzostoma kardindla Korca

as pozdravmi od prezidenta Francazskej republiky
Jacqua Chiracaa prezidenta WEF prof. Klausa
Schwaba

16.40
Diskusia

L. Miklos, minister Zivotného prostredia SR - Zivotné
prostredie

P. Mihok, predseda SOPK - podmienky pre podni-
kanie

I. Stefanec, vlddny splnomocnenec - humannost v
spolocnosti

J. Carnogursky, byvaly premiér, advokat
- spravodlivost/pravo

L. Sedmak, prezident Tauris Rimavskd Sobota - se-
bestacnost vo vyzive

P. Hrinko, podnikatel - moderator

L. Krajnak, predseda DR SK Invest, a.s. - podmienky
pre podnikanie

R. Ovesny - Straka, predsednicka predstavenstva
Slovenskej sporitelne, a.s.

- zahrani¢ni investori v SR

L. Koudelka, gen. riaditel SVIK Svidnik - romska
problematika

M. Demko, muzikolog a skladatel - vlastenectvo z
historie
L. Vaskovi¢, guvernér EXIMbanky - financnictvo

V. Veteska, podpredseda NR SR - pluralita v spoloc-
nosti

Prof. P. Kristifek, prezident Slovenskej lekdrskej
spolocnosti - starostlivost o zdravie

M. Machovd, riaditelka DR SR - danovy systém

S. Hatina, podnikatel - moderdtor

18.00

Névrh vyhldsenia

18.30
Slavnostné vyhlasenie

lauredtov vyrocnej ceny Zlatého biateca, ocenenia
Prominent ekonomiky 2005, vitaza VI. ro¢nika
ankety BEST BANK a vitazov IIL ro¢nika ankety
Najsympatickejsi poslanec NR SR, ¢len vlady SR a
politik sveta 2005

19.15
VIII. valné zhromazdenie

1. sprava spravcu o ¢innosti od septembra 2004 a
zamery na r. 2006-08

2. potvrdenie volby spravcu, vyboru a revizora

19.45

Prezentacie

Lazné Luhacovice, as., Ceskd republika

Viedeil ako partnerské mesto slovenskej metropoly
Bratislavy

20.30

Spolocenské stretnutie

Spoluorganizdtori/Partneri

Biatec Group, a. 5., Bratislava, Lizn¢ Luhacovice, a. s.,
Willing, a. 5., Zvolen, Raven, a.s., Povazskd Bystrica,
Ostrolucka, a. s, Zvolen, Reding, a. 5., Bratislava,

SK Invest, a. s, Bratislava, Latem Recycling, s. 1. 0.,
Bratislava, Kdvomaty s. t. 0., Kezmarok,

Borgis, s. 1. 0., Bratislava

Dr. Peter Kasalovsky,
spravca a vykonny podpredseda

Bratislava, 2. december 2005




16.05

New Thinking in the New World -
in the New Europe

A message from Jan Chryzostom Cardinal Korec

And greetings from the French President Jacques
Chirac

And President of the World Economic Forum Prof.
Klaus Schwab

16.40
Discussion

L. Miklos, Minister of Environment of the SR - envi-
ronment

P. Mihok, Chairman, Slovak Chamber of Commerce
and Industry - conditions for entrepreneurship

I Stefanec, Cabinet Plenipotentiary - humanity in
society

J. Carnogursky, former Prime Minister of the SR,
lawyer - justice/law

L. Sedmak, President, Tauris Rimavska Sobota - self-

-sufficiency in nutrition
P. Hrinko, entrepreneur, host

L. Krajak, Chairman, Slovak Tax Authority, Invest,
a.s. - conditions for entrepreneurship

R. Ovesny - Straka, Chairwoman, Slovenskd spori-
telfa, as.

(Slovak Saving Bank) - foreign investors in the SR

L. Koudelka, General Manager, SVIK Svidnik - Roma
issues

M. Demko, musicologist and composer - patriotism
from the history

L. Vaskovic, Governer, EXIMbank - financial
business

V. Veteska, Deputy-Chairman, Slovak Parliament
- plurality in society

Prof. P. Kristafek, President, Slovak Medical Associa-
tion - healthcare

M. Machovd, Director, Slovak Tax Authority - tax
system

S. Hatina, entrepreneur - host

18.00
Draft Declaration

18.30
Awarding Ceremony

Announcement of the Golden Biatec laureates, win-
ners of the Prominent of the Economy 2005, winner
of the 6th year of the BEST BANK and winners of the
34 edition of The Most Likable Member of the Slovak
Parliament, Cabinet Member and World Politician
2005 opinion poll

19.15
8" General Assembly

1. Report of the Administrator on club activities since
September 2004 and intentions for 2006-2008

2. Approval of the election results for the administra-
tor, committee and auditor

19.45
Presentations
Lazné Luhacovice, a.s., Czech Republic

Vienna as a partner city of the Slovak capital
Bratislava

2030
Socializing

Co-organizers/Partners

Biatec Group, a. 5., Bratislava, Lizn¢ Luhacovice, a. s.,
Willing, a. s., Zvolen, Raven, a.s., Povazskd Bystrica,
Ostroltcka, a. s, Zvolen, Reding, a. s., Bratislava,

SK Invest, a. s, Bratislava, Latem Recycling, s. 1. 0.,
Bratislava, Kdvomaty s. r. 0., Kezmarok,

Borgis, . 1. 0., Bratislava

Dr. Peter Kasalovsky,
Administrator and Vice-Chairman,

Bratislava, 2 December 2005



30 November 2001, Nitra Castle - S. Hatina, Chairman of the club committee, hands over the diploma certifying the Golden Biatec Award and Honorary Membership to the Nitra Bishop Jan Chryzostom Cardinal Korec.
Administrator P. Kasalovsky, in the back.
30. november 2001, Hrad v Nitre - Predseda klubového vyboru S. Hatina odovzdava nitrianskemu sidelnemu biskupovi Janovi Chryzostomovi kardinalovi Korcovi diplom o udeleni miléniovej virocnej ceny Zlaty biatec a
Cestného clenstva, za nim spravea P. Kasalovsky.



Nové myslenie v Novom svete - v Novej Eurdpe
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New Thinking in the New World - in the New Europe

Europe is a geographical term only in its second meaning, somehow. As a continent,
it cannot be clearly outlined. Where does it start, and where does it end? Siberia is
not a part of Europe, yet people living there are Europeans by their thinking and the
way of living. And where are Europe’s borders in the Atlantic Ocean? Europe is
more of - or rather - a cultural and historical term.

Europe was represented, for a long period of time, by the territory from the Medi-
terranean countries to Gaelic, Germany and Britain; after crossing Limes Romanus
on our territory, it spread up north to Scandinavia; before then through Christianity
up to Kiev; and through Constantinople and Eastern Christianity among Slavs up to
Moscow. After many historical upheavals, Christianity, Church and monks, mainly
Benedictines as saviours of Antique culture and creators of genuine Christian cultu-
re and civilization, together with Christian rulers, created Europe. The situation in
our countries was similar.

Europe had been for centuries growing from Christian roots. Slovakia was set with
chapels and churches. They became centres where moral principles of our people
were shaped, new families settled and education supported. Elementary schools,
high schools and universities were established in many towns, in Trnava, Kosice,
and Presov. Literature and visual arts flourished in churches and monasteries,.
University printing house in Trnava published thousands of book titles in many
languages. Saint Martin Cathedral in Bratislava, Saint Elisabeth Cathedral in Kosice,
as well as wooden altar carved by Master Pavol in Levoca became a treasury of the
whole nation together with wall paintings in hundreds of churches. Monastery
in SvBenadik and others were disseminating economical and technical progress
in crops growing, crafts, fishing and other technologies. Even during the first
Czechoslovak Republic, there were around 1,200 church schools in Slovakia, both
elementary and high schools, supported by the state. Christianity was present in
Slovakia through the moral and cultural work of Catholic and Protestant Churches,
through Bernolak, Holly, Hurban, Slidkovi¢, Moyses, Kuzmdny, Hlinka and Rdzus.



irman of the Movement for Demo Russian Ambassador A. Borodavkin and administrator P. Kasalovsky during the coffee-break in the 161st club meeting.
161 klubového mitingu s ruskym velvyslancom A. Borodavkinom v rozhovore so om P. Kasalc
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Then we went through 40 years of atheistic policy and a decline of many ethical and
traditional cultural values.

The influence of Christianity got weaker in other European countries, too, and it
has been getting weaker until now. It has an impact on the concept of freedom,
economical development, social issues and their solutions, cultural development,
and general moral condition of life.

Europe is in a danger despite many successes reached. It is endangered, as if emp-
tied from inside, threatened by the crisis of its own identity.

We know of some contradictory diagnoses and prognoses of Europe’s future.
Oswald Sprengler was among the first, who spoke about the end of the West based
on some biological law of birth, growth, aging and death.

Others protested heavily against such biological approach, one of them being
Arnold Toynbee, a cultural historian. According to him, the Western World fell in
a deep crisis because it had given up spiritual powers, and substituted the religious
cult for the cults of technique, nation, power and state. Toynbee saw a solution in
restoration of spirit and religion. Is this diagnosis and therapy right? The discussion
is open. We cannot foretell the future.

Yet we are obliged to ask: what can secure future for us, and what can safeguard
the inner life of Europe’ s identity? What can be a human guarantee for decent lives
of our nations today and tomorrow?

Former Cardinal Ratzinger wrote about a third approach to the above-mentioned
two: socialism. It had two forms: democratic and totalitarian. According to Ratzinger,
democratic socialism presented a sort of “healing counterpart to radical liberal
views”. In many questions, according to Ratzinger, democratic socialism was and
still is close to Catholic social science, and there is no question about its impact on
social awareness in Europe.

Totalitarian socialism is different. It united with explicitly materialistic and atheistic
philosophy of history, claiming that religion is outdated, and that the evolution of
pure material conditions will provide for happiness for all. Spirit is a product of a
substance; morality is just a product of circumstances. Anything and everything that



Views on the main hall of Palffy Curia in Zdmock4 Street in Bratislava, venue of the 5th general assembly held on 14 Fenruary 2002, with participation of all political leaders, except from SDKU. 8th general assembly will be
held in the same hall on 26 January 2000. Main discussion topic: New Thinking in the New Europe - in the New World.

Pohlady do hlavnej sdly Pallfyho kurie na Zamockej ul. v Bratislave, kde sa uskutocnilo V. valné zhromazdenie 14. februdra 2002 za tcasti lidrov politickych stran s vinimkou SDKU. V tejto sdle bude aj VIIL valné zhromazdenie
26.janudra 2006 s hlavnou diskusnou témou Nové myslenie v Novej Europe - v Novom svete.
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serves to the final happy dreamt-up state of life, is moral. “The decay and destruction
of all sound values Europe was built of reached its climax here. Everything is allowed
in the given moment, thus moral, too.” Based on genetics, a man can become a pure
product and instrument.

Totalitarian communist regimes failed. They collapsed as a result of a false econo-
mical dogmatism. However, according to Ratzinger, we willingly ignore the fact that
they collapsed due to distegard for human rights, contempt of morals and human
substance as an untouchable value, as a live being. Hence the most serious and real
disaster caused and left behind by these regimes is not of economical nature. These
regimes left behind empty and damaged conscience, souls and society. We can see
this everywhere.

J. Ratzinger wrote: “I see the basic problem of our era of Europe in the fact, that the
real catastrophe caused by these regimes has never been truly and fully admitted,
and so many of former active communists became, with no problems whatsoever,
social leaders of the new life. Moral and religious problems that matter in the first
place are put absolutely aside. And so the chaos left behind by Marxism is surviving
even today: through refusal of God which, leads to a loss of man’s certitude of him-
self and universe, loss of belief in untouchable moral values, loss of conviction of
social goals and nation’ s mission. This all can lead to self-destruction of European
cultural awareness, thus opening the ways leading to extinction.

What is expected from us? Acknowledgment of human rights and human dignity as
values that exist prior to all state laws. Elementary human rights are neither defined
by any parliament, nor generously granted to the citizens; they simply exist and
every state must respect them as values of supreme order. According to Christianity,
only God can regulate and grant these values. The truth, that there are values that
no one is allowed to manipulate with, not even a state, is the first and real guarantee
of our freedom and human greatness. This is what Christianity said and has been
saying, in our country, too. Today, after the horrors of criminal Nazism and crimes
of communism, no one would want to directly deny that human rights and dignity
are superior to all states, parliaments and politicians. And yet, there still exist threats
to these untouchable values.
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And that is why we raise a question: In what spheres of life lies our mission to un-
derstand and develop everything on sound foundations - freedom, economy, social
life, culture, and mainly entire ethics of life?

Some people understand freedom as a free will and chaosl read an aggressive
article against religion recently in a magazine, “God and ethics”, written on such an
illiterate level that it crossed all limits. TV screens offer shows humiliating human
beings for money in the bathrooms and elsewhere. The same is happening at the
Theatre Festival in Nitra, even with generous state subsidies. Audience is astonished
and raise a protest. Response from responsible, or rather irresponsible ones? They
claim that it is an expression of freedom. they do not force anyone to watch this,
yet people demand it. And business is business. This is how life declines. Not even
hurricanes or horrible earthquakes in Pakistan can move certain people...

Man is not just an animal part of nature. Man is more than a mystery. Man is a secret
of this world. Our eyes disclose that we are more than just bodies. We are a house
with lights on with someone living inside. Man is a live being walking somewhere.
All and everything in the society should be focused on decent lives of all people. In
this light we should see, solve and develop, life in all its aspects and spheres.

I start with economy. Economy in today’s world is a backbone of everyday lives of
our nations. As such, it is not a goal. It is, however, an inevitable tool for our decent
lives. Economy is as a production of values and a service to the society. Hence, it
deserves all attention and honour. Captains of industry and production are leaders
of public life. Their reputation is damaged by those who do business exclusively,
and only, for rich profit.

Economy of our states and nations is closely related to social life, its sound structure
and its growth. I know international documents presenting such an elaborate and
inspiring economical and social science that earned them high respect in the top fo-
rum of our world, for instance in United Nations Organization, and its international
institutions such as UNESCO, FAO and others. They are Catholic encyclicals, namely
“Pacem in terris”, Populorum progressio”, “Laborem exercens”, or “Sollicitudo rei
socialis”.
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It is not even possible to list all topics analysed in a thorough, complex and com-
prehensive way in these encyclicals. Even those who do not completely identify
themselves with Church, admire them.

According to the encyclicals, growing economical life belongs to the supreme life
of our nations. To a certain degree, it is related to the supreme power: political,
social, even cultural. That is why encyclicals advocate the right for free economical
enterprise as an important factor, both for individual and common well-being. To
limit the right for free enterprise in the name of the so-called “equality for all” brings
down the human spirit and oppresses creativity. Such “equality” is based on passive
inaction and apathy, flourishing of bureaucracy and authorities, which abuse eco-
nomy and oppresses everybody and everything. Indeed, sound and free enterprise
has to be protected in its mission by social legislation. Bank profits cannot rise to
vast heights; neither can modern temples - skyscrapers. Advertisement has to know
its limits, too. It should not arouse artificial demands for artificial needs and artificial
production of artificial consumption for a pure profit.

Social life of our nation is another huge and serious sphere of our common con-
cerns and tasks. It involves the right for work, questions of independent coutts,
sophisticated structure of rights and obligations in the field of taxes and other
obligations, protection of pubic morals, and especially nowadays - protection of
marriage, family and children as a foundation of our social life.

We shall briefly stop at the last one.

Marriage and family, as we have understood them in Europe and Slovakia for centu-
ties, belong to the identity of our nations. Of course, there had been individual failu-
tes in the past. Yet, couples entered into marital status with a promise of permanent
union for ever, and not a company with limited liabilities with an open option of
termination. They entered marriage with a clear purpose and responsibility for their
children. Such concept of a family defined in fidelity and sense for sacrifice rende-
red Europe its unique humanity, safety and durability. Europe would not be Europe
anymore if this strong foundation of its social life collapsed and died out. And yet,
today, there are voices demanding that there should not be any “forever” included
in the wedding vow. Well, yes, but then it would be necessary to say for how long,



3 June 2004, Marrol_s Hotel, Bratislava - Newly elected Slovak President I. Gasparovic before the 177th club evening organized on the occasion of his election. Left: V. Masdr, President of the Slovak office of Deloitte. Right:
S. Hatina, Chairman of the Board, Slovnaft, a.s., and K. Stefankovicovd, owner of Kalea.
3.jtin 2004, hotel Marrol's - Novozvoleny prezident SR I. Gasparovic pred zaciatkom 172. Klubového vecera najeho pocest, vlavo prezident slovenskej kanceldrie Deloitte V. Masdr, vpravo predseda predstavenstva Slovnaft, as,,
S. Hatina a K. Stefankovicovd, majitelka spolocnosti Kalea.
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as it is with commercial contracts, apartment lease or timber delivery. This would
lead to destruction of marriage and family. Same as the demands for “homo-partner-
ships” equal to marriages. This would mean that an abandonment of moral history
of mankind based on marriage is an eternal union of man and woman, who open
themselves for their family and children. This is not an act of discrimination. This is
aquestion of human being, man and woman, gift of life and life of nation. Individual
sexual orientation has to be accepted and respected. It is one thing, Yet another one
is to demand a legalization of partnerships of man with man, woman with woman
on the same level as marriage. Such unions cannot give lives to children. If they want
to live together, they can arrange for a notary deed to treat their property issues and
other terms and conditions. It has nothing to do with discrimination. It is protection
of basic rights and needs of a nation and upbringing of its children.

Protection of culture and cultural development are major tasks of our days. True cul-
ture in its broader sense can flourish in freedom only. Totalitarian states destroyed
culture. National culture needs freedom of basic rights of individuals and society.
One of the most prominent rights is the right for life from its first moment, right to
live in a family, right for development of own personality, intelligence and creativity,
right for work, right for free search of truth, right to found own family and bring
up children. The source and synthesis of these individual rights are expressed in
religious freedom. It encompasses the right to live in the truth of one’s own faith and
harmony of transcendent dignity of one’s own person.

I read one article, and it is good that such articles are written and we can read them,
and that there are enlightened people who keep on writing them. And so I read
this article by J. Tuzinsky “Lines of Motion Forces” dealing with culture in general. It
was an elegy. As a matter of fact, it was very accurate and true in the description of
what is happening with our culture and with us, and what should our mission be.
Commercially successful authors transform themselves into authors of pornogra-
phy, bloody horrors and lascivious soap-operas that contribute to brainwashing in
a rather deprived country... All those “people meters” and those who monitor them
and rely on their data are wrong to claim that a nation will forever and irrevocably
fall in love with “Big Brothers” and “Chosen Ones” and other recycled surrogates of
western decadent masquerades... It is easy to desert one’s conscience, yet it is hard
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9 November 1998, Forum Hotel, Bratislava - Administrator P. Kasalovsky together with the State Secretary of the US Ministry of Commerce L. Mallet who spoke about the quality of entrepreneurship environment.
9. november 1998, hotel Forum - Sprivca P. Kasalovsky so Stitnym tajomnikom Ministerstva obchodu USA L. Malletom, ktory hovoril o kvalite podnikatelského prostredia.
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to be forgiven... EU is not directed against national cultures. It simply ignores them.
Ithas no clear concept of what European culture is. Fortunately, it has at least certain
rules stipulating main democratic principles. And thus it is clear: what we do not
bring to life ourselves, here (at home!), it will be buried forever by others so that the
corpses do not lie at their front doors causing epidemics. European Union itself ne-
ither extinguishes, nor ignites. In this sense, it is completely indifferent. However, its
indifference ends up where our passivity ends. We are to make our own decisions
and create... End of quotations from the article in the cultural magazine.

In conclusion, I should mention another problem. There is another serious question
related to morals and entire life - a very serious religious question. We can see ele-
mentary respect towards faith in God and God Himself even among those decent
people who do not believe in God themselves. This basic respect, which reflects
their respect towards fellow citizens, is protected by a civil law and criminal code. It
is illegal to vilify the faith of Israel and its symbols. It is a criminal act to insult Koran
and Islam. Yet, in case of Christian faith and its sacrosanct symbols, or even Jesus
Christ Himself, pillars of our history and nation, some people urge for an unlimited
freedom as for a superior value. They quickly forget about tolerance and remind
us of inquisition and other issues they like to choose and point at again and again,
even though we all went through much worse times in our current era. As if the fact
that freedom of one person ends where freedom of another one starts, does not
exist for them. And so they write slanderous articles, screen insulting films, TV plays
and programmes with no respect or limits. And all this happens in a country where
millions of Christians live. It is all done in the name of the so called freedom. This is
how far Europe went. This is how far we went in our Slovakia.

Itis not empty saying: “If you run in the wrong direction, no matter how fast you run,
you are going further and further away from your goal.” In this case - further away
from humanity and dignity.



16 March 1998, Forum Hotel, Bratislava - US Politologist J. Naisbitt, co-author of the book “Megatrends 2000”, as a guest of the club.
16. marec 1998, hotel Forum - Hostom klubu bol aj politoldg J. Naisbitt zo Spojenych $tatov, spoluautor knihy Megatrendy 2000.



nik M. Rufus si v tejto s sti vzdychol k Bohu:

nez tym,

¢o pred nimi tu boli

a popierali ta holivo.

Dnes defom casu nestojis
ani za popieranie,

uz nie ich zndmy Neznamy..
Tak uhranuty vecami

svet teraz seba Zije.

No, Ze ta mozno

je napad hodny

Ustriize trochu nad do
Studenou, lesklou nadobou,

tak velkolepo prazdnou.

Tolko slovo nasho velkého basnika na zamyslenie.

Priatelia, napliiajme n§ vyprazdneny svet hodnotami!

Kardindl Jan Chryzostom Korec

In this connection, our poet Milan Rufus addressed our God with a sigh:

You deserted them

Asa smoke...

Indifferent to them

More than to those

Who were here before them

And denied you eagetly.

Today you are not even worth to them
To be denied

As their known Unknown...

World in its blind worship of goods
Lives just for itself.

Yet, to refute you with ignorance

Is a mad idea worth lunatics.
Ponder over this era

Cold and shiny vessel

So grandiose, yet empty.

These are the inspiring words of our great poet.

Dear friends, let’s fill our empty world with values!

Cardinal Jan Chryzostom Korec
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3 August 1998, Forum Hotel, Bratislava

Canadian businessman and legend with Czech roots, Tomds Bata, is addressing members of the club.
3, august 1998, hotel Forum www.hospodarskyklub.sk

K ¢lenom klubu sa prihovira kanadskd podnikatelskd legenda ceského povodu T. Bata.
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